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The  State  of  New  York  had  been  steadily  ad- 
vancing in  population,  resources,  and  power, 
ever  since  the  peace  of  1 783.  At  that  time  it  bore- 
but  a  secondary  rank  among  what  were  then 
considered  the  great  States  of  the  Confederacy. 
Massachusetts,  proper  and  singly,  then  out- 
numbered us,  while  New  England,  collectively, 
must  have  had  some  six  or  seven  times  our  peo- 
ple. A  very  few  years  of  peace,  however,  brought 
material  changes.  In  1 790,  the  year  in  which  the 
first  census  under  the  law  of  Congress  was  taken, 
theState  already  contained  340,120  souls, while 
New  England  had  a  few  more  than  a  million.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark  that,  sixty  years  since,  the 
entire  State  had  but  little  more  than  half  of  the 
population  of  the  Manhattanese  towns  at  the 
present  moment!  Each  succeeding  census  di- 
minished these  proportions,  until  that  of  1830, 
when  the  return  for  the  State  of  New  York  gave 
1,372,812,  and  for  New  England  1,954,709.  At 
this  time,  and  for  a  considerable  period  preced- 
ing and  succeeding  it,  it  was  found  that  the  pro- 
portion between  the  people  of  the  State  of  New 
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